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Candidate   Claude Arpels 

 DBN:  
  

02M234 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Most significantly, I have been a member of the CEC D2 for the past two years. At PS 234, I am an 

involved member of the PTA. This year, I am co-chairing Taste of Tribeca, one of our school's main 

fundraising events, along with a parent from PS 150, our partner in the event. Outside of school, I am a 

member of the Board of Advisors of Slow Money NYC, a non-profit organization that seeks to catalyze 

change in our food and finacial systems by helping sustainable food businesses. I am also Chairman of 

the Board of Directors of International Contemporary Ensemble, a leading experimental music group. 

Among other things, ICE believes strongly in expanding the public's access to culture and, as a result, 

most of our concerts and education programs are performed for free. I am also active in the Columbia 

Business School's Social Enterprise Program, which seeks to encourage a new generation of businesses 

that consider social and environmental impact alongside finacial performance. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am proud to be sending my daughters to our city’s public schools, where they are receiving an 

excellent education, while being exposed to some of the diversity and complexity that makes our city so 

special. Since joining the CEC, I have learned so much about our school system. I have become 

passionately involved in many of the important issues facing our school district. From Common Core 

implementation, high-stakes testing, and charter schools to school overcrowding in downtown 

Manhattan and continually growing class sizes, I am now conversant about the critical issues facing our 

school district. Our council has begun an in-depth examination of the middle school system, work 

which I hope to continue in a second term. A few other issues that I hope to devote some attention to 

are: diversity in the schools, the role of the arts in the curriculum, access to quality special education 

services in all schools, and how to improve school food. While two years seems like a long time, I feel 

that I have only begun important work in my first council term, and there remains so much to do. I 

hope to be elected to serve a second term so that I can continue to represent our community effectively 

in the DOE. 

 

Candidate   Diego Baez 

 DBN:  
  

02M104 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Started a foundation two years ago - The Capital Markets Foundation - to teach underprivileged kids 

about the financial Markets, and sponsor them to trade in the US Markets. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe New York continues the tradition of attracting the best in the world, and channeling such deep 

resources and talent to the schools should make New York Public schools the best in the world. 

Attending New York public schools should be an enriching, diverse, global, unique and powerful 

experience as the city itself. 
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Candidate   Jonah Benton 

 DBN:  
  

02M150 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

2012-2015 PS150 PTA - Treasurer 2011-2012 PS150 PTA - VP Technology 20 years technology 

consulting experience with a range of educational clients, projects, and mission-oriented non-profits, 

among them Insideschools.org, Scholastic, Columbia University, and Consumer Reports. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

In April 2013 the DOE announced a plan to move my children's school (PS 150) out of Tribeca to 

seed a new school in Chelsea. Parents opposed the move. Against the odds, with help from elected 

officials and community bodies, a team of parents built a unique relationship with DOE administrators 

and succeeded at keeping PS 150- now a national Blue Ribbon award winner- at home. As PTA 

Treasurer, I was a key member of our parent team. I brought a thoughtful and collaborative approach 

to help channel parent energy towards strategic goals, and used my technology consulting background 

to decode DOE bureaucracy, interpret plans, track budgets, and distill data. I also learned of CEC D2 

and started attending open meetings. If I'm fortunate enough to win a council seat, I hope to help in 

two ways. First, to assist with the work in D2, especially downtown, as schools strive for excellence while 

parents and kids face challenges with high stress testing and admissions, lack of transparency, loss of 

diversity, overcrowding, under-planning, under-funding, and state intervention. Second, to enhance 

CEC D2's coverage in areas most impacted by technology, like privacy and equity. Thank you for your 

consideration. 

 

Candidate   Nicole Batchelor Regne 

 DBN:  
  

02M126 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was born and schooled in District 2. I have 3 children; all of whom attended different District 2 Public 

Schools. Two of my children have now graduated from NYC Public High Schools, and the eldest is 

now in Law School. I have been a New York Public School Parent continuously for 23 years. My 

youngest child has an IEP. My 2 other children tested G&T. I have recently returned to school, and am 

a student at The New School. I am a member of World Wings International benefitting CARE, and 

have also worked to help beach communities on Fire Island recover after Hurricane Sandy. I have 

been a small business owner, a DJ for 18 years, and have donated my services and equipment for many 

good charities and causes and to raise funds for my childrens' school and other District 2 schools. I am 

a a firm believer in The New York City Public School System and would like to give back to my 

community of District 2 by helping other District 2 families and children. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a Fifth Generation Greenwich Villager, a former District 2 student myself, and as the parent of three 

District 2 children, I am a proud supporter of and believer in New York City Public Schools. 

 

  



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for 

Community Education Council 2 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 3 of 23 

Candidate   Robin Broshi 

 DBN:  
  

02M011 

02M011 

IEP:  No 

Yes 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a member of the Community Education Council for District 2 since I was appointed in 

spring 2014 to fill a mid-term vacancy, and I am currently the Recording Secretary. I am serving my 

third year on PS 11’s School Leadership Team. And I am a full board member of Community Board 6 

where I sit on the Health and Education committee. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I applied to join the CEC2 last spring when I heard of their mid-term vacancy. Having attended their 

meetings for years with a special focus on my children’s own school, PS11, I was impressed with the 

important work they do, and wanted to play a role advocating for families, helping them navigate issues 

with DOE. Since I was appointed, I have fulfilled my commitment through attendance at D2 

President’s Council meetings, diversity workshops, and Chancellor forums. I collaborated with D2PC 

and the District Family advocate to plan a joint CEC2/D2PC event for members of D2 PTA Executive 

Boards, bringing them together to share best practices. And I have advocated for evaluation of the D2 

middle school admissions system that often causes stress for families. It has been a privilege to be on 

the CEC, and I hope to have the opportunity to continue. I would like to put my energy toward many 

other issues facing District 2 families, including high-stakes testing, overcrowded schools downtown, 

and funding formulas that pressure principals into submitting to larger class size. 

 

Candidate   Emily Lester Cahnmann 

 DBN:  
  

02M212 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Currently school PTA Co-President. I've served 2 years as Chair of all fundraising for Midtown West 

School. Before that time I was a very active parent volunteer and still volunteer as chaperon, class 

representative for the parents etc.... I also have an education degree in music education K-12 and have 

taught pre-school music for 10 years over the last 20 years at different times. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I happen to be a member of a school that is smaller but highly successful in Midtown Manhattan, 

district 2. It's successful because it'a a choice school and parent participation is encouraged and 

expected. We need to make sure that our schools are equal for all children and that parents become a 

more participatory voice in this process of education. Teachers need to be supported and all voices 

need to be heard. 
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Candidate   Dawn Cameron 

 DBN:  
  

02M397 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a Class Parent for my son's kindergarten class and my daughter's pre-school, and volunteer 

in the kindergarten classroom on nearly a weekly basis. I also run a small business in District 2 that 

employs 20 people, and have been an active part of the community for the past 10 years. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Having had the privilege of volunteering in the classroom to support my son's school nearly every week 

this school year, I have seen first hand the impact on kids of even seemingly remote DOE rules and 

regulations. I absolutely love children and I passionately believe in our city's obligation to provide all 

the city's children with a world class education in the context of a supportive, safe, and fun school 

environment to nurture a love for learning for the rest of their lives. I would love to bring my 15 years 

of business experience to help the DOE serve the needs of our city's children in any way I can. 

 

Candidate   Jodi Caplan 

 DBN:  
  

02M114 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I served as Director of Community and Family Partnerships at East Side Community High School, a 

Title I 6-12th grade public school in the East Village. I served as Parent Coordinator focusing on 

increasing parent engagement providing outreach and family support while building relationships with 

parents, students and the community. I also created multiple corporate and community partnership 

programs and worked closely with nonprofits and corporations to create valuable learning 

opportunities. I coordinated Family College Trips bringing students and their families, many first 

generation, to visit northeastern colleges and universities. I also participated in the Coro Foundation 

Leadership New York program, a civic engagement program and served on the education team. We 

focused on the role of the Principal in a variety of NYC Public Schools and whether the role of the 

Principal was a manageable role considering the simultaneous demands, limitations and obstacles 

placed on this one individual. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Education is my passion, particularly public education. I believe parent involvement is essential at all 

levels and for everyone's benefit, the child, the parent, the family, the school, the school system and the 

community. I spent four years working in a wonderful 6-12th grade Title I public school serving as 

parent coordinator working closely with families and students to increase parent and community 

involvement. I also worked directly with students and took that passion to serve as a College Advisor 

for the Macaulay Honors College at both Hunter and City Colleges. Macaulay is the CUNY Honors 

College, a merit based 4-year tuition scholarship for high performing students who live in New York 

State. My son is in 6th grade and has had a very positive experience since Kindergarten in District 2 in 

the NYC Public School system. I would relish the opportunity and be honored to represent the parents' 

voice for district 2 and make sure parents' concerns are heard and taken into account when education 

polices are developed for New York City public schools. 
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Candidate   Sherilyn Casiano 

 DBN:  
  

02M059 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Co-President of the PTA of PS 59 Inc. Member of the SLT at PS 59 Board Member, Yonkers 

Community Action Program 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe that a comprehensive, high quality education is possible for all kids when parents, teachers, 

administrators, community and government work together in a thoughtful, forward thinking manner. 

 

Candidate   Sandy Choy 

 DBN:  
  

02M130 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

NONE 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My goal as a Community Council Member is to give each student the best opportunity possible. 
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Candidate   Beth Cirone 

 DBN:  
  

02M167 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a member of the Community Education Council for District 2 for the past six years. In that 

capacity, I have worked with many parents in our district to address issues that they have brought to my 

attention and to advocate for parents. I have been involved in rezoning several areas of our district, 

examining school capacity to develop ways to open up more seats for parents in areas that are 

overcrowded, and I have advocated for new schools in our district. In addition, I have served as the co-

chair of the Community Education Council's Middle School Committee for the past four years and 

have been working to find ways to make the middle school process more transparent and less stressful 

for families. I have also met with middle school principals in our district to learn as much as possible 

about each school and to pass that information on to parents when they need help navigating the 

middle school process. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a member of the Community Education Council for the past six years, I have had the opportunity to 

work with parents and educators on variety of challenging issues. For example, in rezoning areas of our 

district, our council not only had to address which areas were most overcrowded, but the concerns of 

parents in terms of how far they would have to travel with a young child, how to develop a community 

for the new school, how to keep neighborhood communities together, while making sure that the 

numbers of children in the school were well balanced as well as a host of other issues. As noted above, 

for the past four years, as co-chair of the middle school committee, I have been engaged in researching 

how to make the middle school process, better, fairer, and more transparent for parents and I would 

like to see the process through to completion. As an attorney who spent sixteen years working as a 

prosecutor in Manhattan, I developed strong advocacy skills and have used those skills to help parents 

navigate the school system, find resources for students with special needs, and to communicate the 

needs of different schools to the Department of Education. I would like to have the opportunity to 

continue to serve our district. 

 

Candidate   Adam Cooper 

 DBN:  
  

02M183 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have served as a two-year member of the School Leadership Team (SLT) for PS 183 Robert L 

Stevenson. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As the second year of my term on the School Leadership Team draws to an end, I am looking to 

continue my service as a NYC Public School Parent and give back and by helping shape the direction 

of NYC schools to ensure that we provide our children the best education possible. 
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Candidate   Christopher Cutler 

 DBN:  
  

02M267 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been happily involved in my daughter's development at PS267 and have gotten to know the 

teachers and administrators at this school. I understand their issues with the governor's testing plan. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Our schools face disruptive changes, from the growth of testing regimes to changes in compensation 

practices. I would be pleased to serve on the Community Education Council to help our children 

benefit when our schools are empowered to offer the best education our teachers can provide. 

 

Candidate   B.G. Dilworth 

 DBN:  
  

02M312 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA Co-President, MS 104 Middle School, Manhattan (1 year) Book Fair Fundraising Committee, PS 

234 Elementary School, Manhattan (4 years) Community Garden Committee, PS 234 Elementary 

School, Manhattan (1 year) 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Sarah Elbatanouny 

 DBN:  
  

02M397 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I'm currently on our school PTA as the VP of community outreach, where i attend all DOE, CB1 and 

lower Manhattan education related matters. I also serve on several committees in our school, Art, 

middle school , new programs and communication. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I currently live in lower Manhattan and have 2 children in the NYC public school system. I'm 

extremely passionate when it comes to education and believe that a good public education is the 

foundation for success. Although i graduated with a degree in pharmacy my career took a different 

direction and I'm currently working in the staffing and recruiting world. 
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Candidate   Jaquelin Josefa Febrillet 

 DBN:  
  

02M397 

02M397 

02M397 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am very active in all 3 of my son's school and after school activities. I am very involved in my son's 

(5th grade) schools IEP, 5th grade committees, coffee with the principals and volunteer fro school 

events. I help organize fundraisers with the PTA and I am part of the schools 5th grade planning team. 

I also assisted in writing the proposal that made it possible for Spruce parents to have 4th grade tutoring 

at The Cube in South Street Seaport. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a mother of 3 boys in NYC public schools. My children have attended daycare in NYC and I am 

a life long New Yorker. I am also a product of the NYC school system. - I am very concerned with the 

focus on standardize testing in NYC schools. - The lack of support from the DOE for parents with 

children with special needs. Services take ages to be provided and once services begin, the staff are 

usually unqualified. It takes MONTHS from the time parents request for services to the actual 

implementation of the IEP. Months pass - most of the school year has passed before a decisions is 

made. I have also worked various labor unions as for over 15 years. I have lobbied the City Council 

and the State Legislature on behalf of my union members and the public at large. -I am very much 

AGAINST raising the cap in charter schools. We need to invest in fixing our public schools. -The city 

also need to invest in universal meals, more school crossing guards and breakfast in the classroom. -We 

need to lower class size. Our schools are bursting at the seams. How can we properly educate our kids 

if they are one on top of the other? 

 

Candidate   Eric Goldberg 

 DBN:  
  

02M116 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have served as a member of Community Education Council District 2 for the past four years. I have 

co-chaired both the zoning and community outreach committees. I have also developed a set of free 

mobile apps to provide the community with easy to access information about our schools. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have enjoyed getting to know many of you and your schools over the past four years as a member of 

the CEC. For me, serving on the Council has been about helping parents and children. Time spent 

with parents working through a school waitlist or the enrollment process is where I believe the most 

valuable work of the CEC takes place. I have worked to advocate for those issues most important to 

our schools: overcrowding, high-stakes testing, school budgets and parent input. I have represented the 

CEC at PEP, Community Board and charter co-location meetings. Importantly, I have executed on the 

work required of the CEC by leading the CEC though 5 zoning proposals. I have brought energy and 

new ideas to the Council working to raise the issue of Pre-K capacity and developing new 

communication platforms. I have focused on the problems with our Middle School admissions 

process; specifically transparency and blind ranking. In the next term, I intend to focus on Middle 

School admissions and community development. I hope that I have returned your trust with passionate 

advocacy, a patient ear and an unwavering commitment. There is much still to be done in the coming 

years and I hope to have the opportunity to continue to serve you 
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Candidate   Joanna Goodwin-Williams 

 DBN:  
  

02M397 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Michelle Lin Gutierrez 

 DBN:  
  

02M422 

02M260 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently PTA Treasurer at Quest to Learn, I am also on the SLT at Clinton School. I have been 

a board member of the Friends of Washington Market Park since 2009 where we handle maintenance 

issues and put on many neighborhood events such as Halloween Parade and Party, Summer Concert 

Series, and Free Tennis Clinics. Previously I was active on the PTA at PS 234 co-chairing the 

graduation committee, helping to run the newspaper, yearbook and fundraisers. I have been a Girl 

Scout troop leader since 2010. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe that the benefits of change are enjoyed by the many, but happen on the backs of a few. I have 

been one of the lucky many and am extremely grateful for the incredible education that my children 

are being given. Now I choose to give back and be one of the few - to represent the concerns of my 

parent peers and to educate myself about the processes that work to develop our most valuable 

resources, our children. I am a certified Mediator and Conflict Resolution Trainer - I facilitate 

discussions for a living so I believe that I can be an asset to CEC2. 
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Candidate   Emily Hellstrom 

 DBN:  
  

02M343 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Member Peck Slip PTA (Vice President since 9/14). Member Peck Slip SLT 1/5-present. Green Roof 

Garden Teacher; Project APPLE (A Place for Planting Learning and Eating) First Pres Nursery School 

(ages 2, 3, and 4 years). Peck Slip Variety Show- Planned and Directed show with 40 kindergarten, 1st 

and 2nd graders. Taste of the Seaport; Kidzone Coordinator- Organized over 20 activities. Peck Slip 

School Annual Fund committee. Elizabeth Street Garden Educational outreach- Coordinated and led 

PS1 Penny Harvest gardening field trip. Volunteer Coordinator for over 450 volunteers. Helped run 

1st and 2nd Annual Harvest Festival- 1500 and 2000 people in attendance respectively. Soho/Broadway 

Business Improvement District- Vice President of interim board. Instrumental in uniting a divided 

neighborhood during formation. Friends of De Salvio Playground- Helped organize It’s My Park Day 

with Partnerships for Parks to inform neighborhood of playground overhaul. Met with elected officials 

to help secure final $600,000 in funding needed to complete renovation. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Growing up, Monday nights always meant cold dinner and a babysitter. When I was 10, my mom got 

the idea to run for the school board; even crazier, she won! I now realize those nights shaped who I am 

today. Her 10 years of service spurred heated dinner conversations, encouraged our family to think 

deeply about civic responsibility, and fostered a profound respect for public education. It is with these 

values that I am running for the CEC, but also with a track record of neighborhood involvement, 

coupled with action and accomplishment. I was instrumental in brokering a compromise to get our 

neighborhood BID launched, realizing a neighborhood playground renovation, and forming a new not-

for-profit supporting open space. These were complex projects that took a tenacious hand, much like 

the issues facing the CEC D2. As a member of the Peck Slip PTA, and the SLT for the past 2 years, I 

feel conversant in many of the issues concerning downtown schools and families. My involvement with 

the Penny Harvest kids from PS1 brings further perspective. The work I have done in my community, 

gives me a unique point of view, which I hope to bring to the CEC. And if my kids end up hating 

Mondays? Then perhaps it will be worth it for them too! 
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Candidate   Matthew Keefe Horovitz 

 DBN:  
  

02M041 

02M041 

IEP:  No 

Yes 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Co-Chairman, P.S. 41 School Leadership Team Chairman, Diversity & Outreach Committee, 75 

Morton Community Alliance Executive Board, West Village Houses Tenants Association Manager, 

Greenwich Village Little League 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to serve on the District 2 CEC so I can work to improve the community where I grew up 

and where I now raise my two children. I grew up in the West Village, and, as an adult, I fought to 

preserve affordable housing there by serving on the Executive Board of West Village Houses when we 

successfully defended our middle-income Mitchell-Lama housing complex from becoming market-rate 

rentals and helped to establish the tenant-owned cooperative that we have today. Over the past few 

years, I have organized with others to advocate for a middle school in the West Village, and am proud 

to serve today as Outreach & Diversity Chairman on the 75 Morton Community Alliance. Last year, I 

was elected by my fellow parents at PS 41 to serve on the School Leadership Team, and, this year, 

elected by my fellow SLT members to be Co-Chairman of the team. One of my tasks on the SLT is 

representing PS 41 in front of the District 2 CEC, where we have engaged this year on the issues of 

middle school admission standards and teacher evaluations. Throughout these many endeavors, I hope 

that I have provided intelligent, compassionate and inclusive leadership, and I hope to bring a similar 

spirit of engagement to the District 2 CEC. 

 

Candidate   Mona Kotb 

 DBN:  
  

02M217 

02M545 

02M545 

IEP:  No 

No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Alysse Jordan 

 DBN:  
  

02M225 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As a working parent, I have only been able to volunteer occasionally at my child's current and previous 

school for special fundraising events, but not in any ongoing capacity. I did previously serve as a 

member of the Parent Board at my child's preschool (Red Balloon Early Childhood Learning Center, 

Morningside Heights) for two years. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a single, working parent of a 3rd grader, my child's education is of the utmost importance to me. I 

have worked in higher education for over 20 years and am especially interested in educational policy 

for the greater good of all our city's children, regardless of socioeconomic status or background. I am a 

strong supporter of public education and parental choice. My daughter has attended public schools 

both in the East Village and on the Upper East Side. The first was in District 1, a choice district, while 

her current school is a citywide choice school. We have been happy with both schools we have chosen 

and am very thankful to have had general education public school choices available to us. I believe that 

my participation would add to the diversity of perspectives on the Council. In summary, I am interested 

in contributing to improving our NYC public schools overall, while working to maintain options that 

allow parents to make the best choices for their children. 
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Candidate   John Joseph Keller 

 DBN:  
  

02M312 

02M255 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently a Member of Community Education Council, District 2, elected by District Parents in 

2013. I serve as Council Treasurer. As Council Member I have been active on many issues of concern 

to our parents, including Middle School Admissions. I have also been engaged on city-wide issues and 

have reached out to and built relationships with elected officials and their staffs at city and state levels. I 

was a Member of the PS59 SLT for 4 years, elected by parents on 3 different occasions. In that 

capacity, I worked on many matters important to our community, including the successful, multi-school 

effort to locate a new Middle School in D2 (Yorkville East Middle School, M177). I was appointed by 

the Governor of Massachusetts (Michael Dukakis) as an Assistant Secretary in Massachusetts' Executive 

Office for Administration and Finance. I have worked as a Speech Writer and Issues Advisor on a US 

General Election Campaign (Presidential) and have worked informally as an advisor and speech writer 

for a US Senator. I am an Educator: was a ranked University Faculty member (St. Joseph's Univ., 

Philadelphia, PA) and Adjunct Professor in the Graduate Program of Georgetown University's 

Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I went to school in NYC (BA Fordham), moved into District 2 over 25 years ago, have two children in 

D2 schools and understand the challenges before NYC and D2. I am committed to continue serving 

on CECD2 because I want to continue: 1. Engaging with and listening to parents across our 

geographically dispersed District to support diversity both within and among our schools and help all 

our D2 Schools remain the best in the city. 2. Working to limit the role of High Stakes Testing in the 

evaluation of students and working with principals and teachers to fix how these tests are prepared and 

administered. 3. Addressing school overcrowding and assuring smaller class sizes by supporting Blue 

Book reform and realistic Capital Planning. 4. Increasing the transparency of our Middle School 

Admissions process while strongly supporting the ability of Middle School Principals of Screened 

schools to build learning communities with distinct characters 5. Working with the local community to 

assure that 75 Morton Street reflects the priorities of the neighborhood. 6. Supporting a Moratorium 

on D2 Charter School Applications and opposing Charter Co-locations in D2 facilities. 7. Fighting to 

get the money owed to NYC schools by the State. 

 

  



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for 

Community Education Council 2 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 14 of 23 

Candidate   Sarah Kahn 

 DBN:  
  

02M422 

02M260 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been an active member of the PA in all the schools that my children have attended. I have 

helped with many different activities that the PA has sponsored. I am also on the board of directors of 

the 2,800 unit affordable housing cooperative that I live in. On this board I am one of fifteen members 

who are responsible for overseeing the operation of this large development. I am also the vice president 

of the Parents' Committee in the cooperative. This committee is dedicated to providing classes and 

activities for all of the residents in our cooperative, with a focus on the children, at an affordable price 

for all. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a lifelong resident of New York City, my parents are retired New York City public school 

teachers, and I am a product of the New York City public schools. I proudly send my children to 

public school. I know how important schools are to the communities they serve. I have the time to 

commit to being an active member of the Education Council, and I have experience working in a group 

successfully. I hope to be chosen to serve on the council because I know that I would be a committed 

strong voice who would be able to represent the needs of the schools in the district. 

 

Candidate   Shirin Lutfeali 

 DBN:  
  

02M276 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Children's Aid Society Jr. Board Member Volunteer at NY Rescue Mission's Women's Shelter 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Education is my passion and my profession and I have had many varied experiences, both 

professionally and in a volunteer capacity in this field. I have worked in both urban and rural settings, in 

public schools and in non-profit institutions. I received my Masters in Elementary Education in NYC 

and taught 4th grade in an inclusion classroom in Los Angeles. In NYC I have worked in the Fifth 

Grade Institute with Harlem Children's Zone and currently work in International Education 

Development with NGO Save the Children. I feel blessed to live in the world's best city and the 

decision to send my daughter to public school was deliberate. I believe very strongly in public education 

and know that NYC public schools offer a stellar education. I'd be honored to serve on the CEC, to 

help support the learning of all children in this city. 
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Candidate   Lindsay Malanga 

 DBN:  
  

02M527 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

For the past 15 years, I've been involved in NYC public education. A graduate of NYU with a B.S. in 

Early Childhood and Elementary Education, and holding an Ed.M. in School Leadership from the 

Harvard Graduate School of Education, I've previously worked as a teacher for the NYC DOE, as a 

charter school teacher, and have served in various leadership capacities in NYC public school 

education since 2006. Extensive experience participating in, developing, and facilitating school activities 

that span k-12--everything from the arts, sports, back to school/curriculum nights, co-location hearings, 

building councils, pot lucks, parent/teacher conferences and all the activities in between! As a former 

public school teacher and school leader, I've worked to serve all populations--specifically focusing on 

Special Education and ELL students in ways ranging from developing programmatic structures to 

studying data to determine next instructional steps. Well-versed in curriculum and instruction, 

Common Core State Standards, and NYS assessments. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I come to this position with a very unique perspective. I'm a single mother of two beautiful kindergarten 

children. They go to a NYC DOE public school around the corner from our apartment. I want the 

absolute best for them. Doesn't every parent? I'm also the k-12 leader of a charter network in NYC. 

We serve thousands of kids in Harlem and the Bronx. I want the absolute best for them, too. For the 

past 15 years, my life has been dedicated to making schools better for kids--even from before I was a 

mom. Now as a parent, I would like to leverage my professional expertise in order to help ALL kids 

receive the most successful schooling experience possible! 

 

Candidate   Eric Malley 

 DBN:  
  

02M104 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a Manhattan resident and father of two public school students, I'm deeply committed to the quality 

of education that not only my children, but all of our children receive as students in the New York City 

public school system. During the seven years my children were enrolled at PS 41, we learned firsthand 

how important parental involvement with in a school's community is to our children, to their teachers, 

administrators and to our own family. 

 

Candidate   Rita E. Marte 

 DBN:  
  

02M033 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Laura Martin 

 DBN:  
  

02M167 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

When my son was in elementary school I did a lot of work with the PTA I also worked with school 

administration to start a chorus The Songbirds, which grew to 130 kids. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I think it's important for parent to work with teachers and school administrator to support the students 

and create a caring and supportive environment, extracurricular activities that elevate and inspire the 

kids to be responsible citizens. It takes a village. Patients, respect and good communication is essential 

to effect positive change. 

 

Candidate   Robert Mcveety 

 DBN:  
  

02M198 

02M114 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have volunteered as a baseball coach for several years, encouraging sportsmanship and personal 

improvement for all the participating boys. I have also performed voluntary tutoring in Brooklyn for 

GED students, focusing on math. My wife has been a class parent for both of our boys throughout their 

academic careers so far. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have not had much experience with the complexities of the NYC school system. However, as a father 

very engaged in the education of my boys, along with my wife, I have seen areas of school 

administration, focus, programs and other aspects that are both very effective and some that I feel need 

improvement. I would be very motivated to offer my sensibilities and efforts to enhance the very strong 

potential for exceptional quality and free education for all young people in the city. 
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Candidate   Lawrence Mele 

 DBN:  
  

02M006 

02M006 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have worked for 2 1/2 years as a data specialist for a large NYC education non-profit, the Center for 

Educational Innovation (CEI). Within CEI I work for the PICCS program, which administers a federal 

Teacher Incentive Fund grant and a school improvement model in a number of independent charter 

schools in New York City and New Jersey, and my particular focus is on using data to guide instruction. 

In this capacity I work closely with K - 12 teachers and instructional leaders. Prior to CEI, I worked for 

15 years at an East Harlem non-profit, the Little Sisters of the Assumption Family Health Service. 

Much of that time I spent working with data and assessments, particularly in the early-childhood 

program. I also have been a volunteer with Harlem RBI for two years, tutoring high school students 

after school and providing resume-writing support. Prior to that I participated in the mentoring 

program of the Little Sisters. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

All of my adult life I have had a strong interest in education and community service, and since my 

employment at the CEI (and the enrollment of my two children at PS6), I have developed a passion for 

public education and school improvement. I have profound admiration for the profession of teaching, 

as well as an appreciation for the strengths of the NYC school system. My children are lucky enough to 

attend an amazing school in PS6, and in my job I work hard to bring struggling independent charter 

schools to levels of performance and service to students similar to what my kids receive at PS6. In just a 

few years I have immersed myself in many aspects of school improvement, providing professional 

development for teachers and instructional leaders in data use and instructional technologies. I have 

studied and worked with performance assessment and teacher evaluation models; deeper learning 

competencies, the CCLS and EngageNY curriculum modules. Although I have much room to grow in 

my knowledge of education administration and teacher practice, I hope that my commitment to 

improving schools and experience so far would serve me well if I am chosen as a member of the 

District 2 CEC. 

 

Candidate   Jeffrey Metzler 

 DBN:  
  

02M041 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Math teacher at NYC public school, grades 6-12 (1995-1997). Chaired the Education Committee of 

NYC Bar Association from 2011-2014 and was member from 2008-2011. Served as Acting General 

Counsel (2014) and Chief of Litigation (2010-2014) for the New York City Council. Was a member of 

board of First Presbyterian Church Nursery School (2011-2014). Adjunct Professor at NYU (2014). 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Beginning with my work as a teacher in a New York City public school, to my research and publication 

of articles on school finance, through my current position as an Associate General Counsel at NYU and 

father of two public school students, I have a long-standing interest in and commitment to public 

education that motivates my application to serve on the CEC. In addition, I believe that my four years 

working at the New York City Council would provide the CEC with valuable perspective on New York 

City government and politics. I have just completed commitments to other civic institutions (including 

the City Bar, an Adjunct teaching position, and service as Vice President of the Board of Trustees at 

my church) and would welcome the opportunity to dedicate my time and energy to the CEC2. 
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Candidate   Gueselle Miyao 

 DBN:  
  

02M104 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a fair and trust worthy parent commited to the success of our students education. 

 

Candidate   Peter Oriol 

 DBN:  
  

02M077 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Mauro Pennacchia 

 DBN:  
  

02M116 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a part of the SLT (School Leadership Team) for three years (K, 1, 2 grades). I participate 

in PTA meetings regularly and am also part of Community Board 6 as a member. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have been interested in Education ever since I can remember, and that passion began for me as a 

student in the NYC Public School System. I have kept great memories of my PS 116, JHS 104 and 

Stuyvesant High School years while living in the same community that I lived in as a child, today. I am 

very excited to have the opportunity to be part of the Community Education Council as I want all of 

our children to have the best education possible, to enjoy their time in school and to leave well 

prepared for the academic and social challenges they will face in the future. I have a passion for 

education and improving existing policies, procedures and relationships, which is basically what I do for 

a living at The Mount Sinai Health System. I work to ensure that hospitals meet and exceed patient 

needs by developing educational, clinical and financial plans based on their overall budget. I have the 

passion, experience and desire to help the Council for years to come. I thank you for your time and 

consideration. Mauro Pennacchia 

 

  



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for 

Community Education Council 2 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 19 of 23 

Candidate   Luke Anthony Sacca 

 DBN:  
  

02M151 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a father of two boys currently in NYC public elementary schools. I am involved in my son's 

education - attending school events, reading stories to the class, chaperoning field trips, and am 

currently a class parent helping with communication and class PTA projects. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

The education of our children is a serious and consuming effort. While there seems to be confusion 

and sometimes opposing ideas about the educational system we have for our children, we would most 

likely agree on what we hope to accomplish; although I am sure even this can be a debatable point. In 

any event, it is a good thing to be actively engaged in our children's education generally speaking, and a 

great honor to me to be able work with the good people, families, schools, and educators we have here 

in NYC. 

 

Candidate   David Ian Salter 

 DBN:  
  

02M167 

02M529 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a product of public schools myself, I am a firm believer in the value of public education, not just for 

the benefit of the students themselves, but for the health of the very communities they serve. Nowhere 

is the rising inequality of the new Gilded Age felt more keenly than in our beloved city of New York, 

and no institution is better poised to address that inequality than the New York Public Schools. With a 

son in high school, a daughter in middle school, and another daughter poised to enter the Pre-K 

lottery, my wife and I, just like parents throughout the city, have an enormous stake in doing all we can 

to help ensure that our children, along with all of their classmates throughout the city, are provided with 

a public education to equal that of the best private schools, so that they graduate onto a more level 

playing field. Our very best public schools do that now; more need to do so. In my work editing 

animated films like Finding Nemo, Toy Story 2, and The SpongeBob Movie, I've spent a lot of time 

thinking about how to make children happy through entertainment. I'd like to devote that same energy 

to helping make all of our children happy through education. 
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Candidate   Carrie Solomon 

 DBN:  
  

02M006 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have over 13 years of experience as a teacher and administrator in both public and private school 

settings. I have worked in a variety of schools in New York at the high school, middle school and 

elementary levels with both general education and special needs children. As part of my current role as 

Assistant Director at a preschool, I coordinate all special services and guide parents through the 

evaluation process. In the past, I have served on an SLT committee and worked for a non-profit as the 

New Visions Partner for 3 high schools and taught many, many children. I am actively involved in my 

local school serving as a class parent and on several committees. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a teacher, an educator and most importantly a parent. I care deeply about our schools and have 

watched from the outside feeling helpless as changes are made that impact the well-being of our 

children. I believe that children learn by creating meaning for themselves and finding connections to 

the curriculum. Testing encourages children to memorize under pressure, not to relate and draw their 

own conclusions. I am deeply troubled by the increased stress on test scores impacting both children 

and teachers. Class size is also troubling; first graders should not be forced to try to learn and clamber 

for the attention they need alongside 31 other six year olds. As parents and care-givers, we have the 

right and the duty to question the choices that are being made and propose alternatives. On this 

committee, I will probe policies, seek to find alternatives when needed and help to better communicate 

with families. I believe with my strong background in education and knowledge of the system I am a 

highly qualified advocate for all of our children and our families. 

 

Candidate   Francis Tabone 

 DBN:  
  

02M003 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently the head of a special Education private school. I had worked for the Department of 

Edcuation as a teacher from 1992 to 2006 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Shino Tanikawa-Oglesby 

 DBN:  02M896 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have served on the Community Education Council District 2 since March 2009. I am currently the 

President of the CECD2. Prior to serving on the CEC, and during my tenure on the CEC, I have served 

as Treasurer, Co-President, and/or a member of the School Leadership Teams at elementary and 

middle schools in D2 and at a high school in D3. I also served in the leadership position of the District 

2 Presidents; Council. I have been active on the citywide group of CEC and Citywide Councils - 

Education Council Consortium - for the past two years and have advocated for students citywide, 

beyond District 2. I am also currently serving as the co-chair of the Blue Book Working Group, which is 

developing recommendations to improve the DOE's Enrollment, Capacity and Utilization Report ("the 

Blue Book"), so that we can more accurately assess the nature of overcrowding in our schools. As an 

environmental educator, I have experience teaching students in all grades, K - 12, both in classrooms 

and on field trips. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Even with the new Mayor and a real educator as the Chancellor, threats to our students remain in our 

District and in the city. Stakes placed on standardized tests, persistent overcrowding, large class sizes, 

erosion of robust and holistic curriculum, and dwindling funding for our schools are some of the more 

serious issues facing our schools. I believe the CECD2 has effectively represented the voice of the 

parents in District 2 and have formed important partnerships with CECs and Citywide Councils across 

the city, community boards and elected officials. I would like to continue to serve the parents and 

students of District 2 to ensure parents have a voice and to fight detrimental policy changes. If I am 

elected, I would like to enhance our outreach to students and families - English Language Learners in 

particular - whose voices are often neglected and find a way to engage them better, whether at the school 

level or at the district level. I am also interested in finding ways to narrow the achievement gap the 

persists in our district. 

 

Candidate   Veronica M Thompson-Barry 

 DBN: 02M033 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

In the past, I use to work for 2 different libraries and a university. The first library was for 16 years and 

the second one was for 7 to 8 years. The job of 16 years, and one aspect of it was I use to train students 

to process books. The second library, I performed various job duties. For example, I opened up one 

library of the town's four branch libraries by helping patrons with the functioning of computers, receiving 

a new or updating their library cards, and handling petty cash. The university job that I worked for 10 

years, I use to work in a library too as a Clerk/Supervisor. I trained students in every aspect concerning 

the university procedures. For example, I taught students how to perform daily statistics on books, 

periodicals, law journals, etc. for the evening to closing. I have volunteered for a few churches over the 

past years, and currently I am volunteering in a church, in New York City. The ministry is called MOH 

(Ministry of Helps), and I have been volunteering for almost 2 years as of 2015. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have never join a community education panel, etc., but I am very interested in doing so because of my 

child attending the New York City Schools. Also, I am concerned for all students about how this entire 

school system and standards will be currently to the near future. I don't know if, I can devote a lot of 

time due to me currently trying to graduate by receiving my Associate in Science for Interdisciplinary 

Studies by 2015, then a Bachelor in Science for Community Health by 2017, but I will do my best. 
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Candidate   Steve Whalen 

 DBN:  
  

02M130 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

20 years experience working in the non-profit industry, with 15 of those years working within higher 

education as a marketing professional. 8 years overseeing a student marketing advisory board for 

college students. 1 year experience volunteering with a charter school, Coney Island Prep. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Hello, I have worked within the within higher education for yearsâ€”beginning as a college student and 

continuing into my current career. I've always valued the importance of education at any level and 

welcome the opportunity to actively contribute to the improvement of our children's education in any 

way possible. My son is in the 3rd grade and his younger sister will be entering kindergarten this fall. I 

believe my experience and knowledge of higher education (both public with CUNY and SUNY and 

private at Saint John's University) may provide a unique perspective, in addition to my own personal, 

parental insights. Thank you for your support. 

 

Candidate   Thomas Wrocklage 

 DBN:  
  

02M290 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Co-treasurer of the PTA, Assistant Youth League Soccer Coach, Volunteer Election Law Research 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My daughter is a kindergartner at PS 290 (Manhattan New School). We moved to the school district 

specifically for the school as a result of PS 290's excellent reputation. I am extremely active at the school 

as a PTA executive board member (PTA co-treasurer). I am active in the community outside of the 

school, and was a youth soccer coach as well as a volunteer for an district assembly candidate. I licensed 

to practice law in the State of New York and earned a J.D. at New York Law School and a Master's in 

Tax Law (LL.M.) at NYU School of Law. I believe that our public education system is a reflection of 

our city's values and I do anything I can to improve the system for my daughter and other students. 
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Candidate   Paul Yager 

 DBN:  
  

02M041 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have two children ages 4 and 6, a boy and a girl, who came to me as infants from the NYC foster 

program. So I have been actively involved in the foster care program, in the family court system and in 

being busy parents. I have adopted the older child who is in 1st grade at PS041 Greenwich Village 

School and am in the process of adopting the younger child who attends a local private pre-school. 

Both of my children are in a general education curriculum. Parenting in the city has brought us many 

opportunities to be active in our community, participating in school programs, partaking in the libraries' 

offerings, turning out for events in the community and so on. To-date I have not volunteered in any 

leadership capacity which is why I am seeking this opportunity at the schools now. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

For many years I have been a part of the downtown community, living, working, serving on co-op and 

condo boards, volunteering, and donating to arts and civic groups. However, it was not until raising 

children in the city that I really felt tied to the community. My children ground us to the neighborhood, 

using the libraries, the parks, the schools, the YMCAs, the summer camps, the small museums, and 

creating a network of similar children as they move from infant programs, to preschool, to elementary 

school making new connections along the way. As I become more integrated into the fabric of our 

community, I feel it is more and more important to become involved. I want to be able to give back 

and to steer the growth and development of the highest quality opportunities and institutions for the 

next generation. I believe that NYC, the dynamic place that it is, has so much to offer to its residents 

from all backgrounds, incomes, ethnicities and it also has so much to be improved. I encourage 

everyone to contribute what they can, when they can and to volunteer. And I ask you to please elect me 

to the role of Education Council so that I may voice my vision as a parent and help shape the decision 

making process of the NYC DOE. 

 


